
AGENDA ITEM 6 
 

BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL 

 

10 NOVEMBER 2015 

 
Report of:      Nicola Yates 
 
Title:      Review of Polling Districts and Places 
 
Ward:      Citywide 
 
Officer Presenting Report:   Nicola Yates/Yvonne Dawes 
 
Contact Telephone Number:   01179 223488 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

To approve the polling districts and places for all wards in Bristol as listed in 

the schedule of polling districts and polling places.   

 

Summary 
 

The report lists all polling districts for elections in Bristol to come into force 

from May 2016.  Members are asked to approve these polling districts and 

the polling places, in all cases listed as ‘the whole of the polling place’.  Also 

included for information are lists of the polling stations.  Decisions on polling 

stations are taken by the Acting Returning Officer.   



 
The significant issues in the report are: 
 

Neither the boundaries of parliamentary constituencies nor the local ward 

boundaries are part of the review 

 

It is considered expedient to designate polling places as polling districts thus 

ensuring that the Returning Officer is able to properly exercise her statutory 

discretion in the identification of polling stations within those areas, though 

prior to major elections the Returning Officer will advise political parties of 

the situation of the actual polling stations used, and will consider any 

comments made. 

 

Policy 

 

1. Not applicable 

 
Consultation 
 

A six week public consultation was held from 1 September to 13 October 

2015. 

 

In addition to this open public consultation the following internal and external 

persons were directly consulted: 

 
2. Internal 

 

2.1  All Bristol City Council Councillors. 

2.2  Bristol City Council Party Group offices. 

2.3  The Mayor of the City and County of Bristol. 

2.4  The Acting Returning Officer for all four constituencies. 

2.5  Bristol City Council – Equalities and Social Inclusion Team. 

 



Electoral Services have worked with Geographical Information Systems to 

produce the new polling district boundaries, and have consulted with 

Equalities and Neighbourhood Partnerships teams.   

 

Members have been consulted through a programme of engagement with 

briefing sessions and one-to-one meetings.  Members have given input either 

directly or through the consultation process.   

 
3. External 

 
3.1  All MEPS for the authority area. 

3.2  All MPs for the authority area. 

3.3  The Police and Crime Commissioner. 

3.4  Political parties active within the authority area 

3.5  Disability and age related equality organisations within the 

authorities area. 

3.6  VOSCUR. 

 

The public consultation elicited 118 responses, each of which has been 

considered and changes made to the proposals where practicable.   

 
Context 
 

4. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England undertook a 

review of wards in Bristol. The new arrangements consist of 70 

councillors representing 5 three-member wards, 26 two-member wards 

and 3 single member wards. Following that review, BCC Electoral 

Services have reviewed all polling districts and places in the city.   

 

5. The primary considerations in making changes to polling district 

boundaries are firstly a maximum of 1,500 electors attending each 

polling station (on projected figures); secondly good accessible venues 

used as polling stations; and thirdly every polling station to sit within its 



ward. 

 

6. Other key considerations in drawing up the polling districts are to avoid 

electors having difficult or dangerous journeys to their polling station or 

having to travel long distances; avoiding a situation where electors have 

to walk past another polling station to reach their own; an aim to avoid 

the use of portacabins wherever possible due to the expense, and an 

aim to minimise the use of secondary schools to avoid disruption.   

 

7. The requirement for a maximum of 1,500 electors attending each station 

is in order to reduce queues at polling stations whilst operating in 

keeping with Electoral Commission guidance. Guidance states that 

polling station registers may not be ‘split’ between poll clerks, meaning 

that only one elector can be processed at any one time. Guidance also 

states that as the number of electors per station increases, so must the 

number of station staff.  To have an increased number of staff, but with 

only two poll clerks employed productively, is not an efficient use of staff.  

We have opted for the most efficient use of staff which is for the majority 

of polling stations to have only one Presiding Officer and two Poll Clerks. 

 

8. We also anticipate that future guidance may bring the maximum number 

of station voters down.  To strike a balance we have aimed for a 

maximum of 1,500 electors attending each station.    

 

9. This approach has led to an increased number of polling stations, and to 

make use of the best facilities we have looked to use dual stations where 

that is the best option.  Only venues that are suitable, and large enough, 

will be used as dual stations.  A dual station is where the venue holds 

two polling stations within one building, either in two distinct rooms or in 

a larger room split into two. In either case the two stations are run 

entirely separately with a different set of staff for each, with each led by 

its own Presiding Officer, and with voters directed clearly to the correct 

station for their polling district.   



 

10. Electoral Services have undertaken a comprehensive review of all 

existing and identified potential venues which could serve as polling 

stations.  The mandatory criteria used for assessing venues was a venue 

accessible to all; a venue within 1 mile walking distance for all electors of 

the district; and no more than 1,500 electors at each polling station on 

projected figures for 2020.   

 

11. Other key considerations in reviewing venues were DDA compliance; to 

minimise the use of portacabins; to use polling stations graded as good 

or excellent; and to use polling stations within the polling district 

wherever possible.    

 

12. There are three instances where Parliamentary constituency boundaries 

are not coterminous with the new ward boundaries.  In two of these 

cases we have labelled the separate parts to the polling district affected, 

for example ‘STWA1’ and ‘STWA2’ for the two parts of the polling district 

STWA in Stockwood. The authority is legally obliged to create a separate 

polling station register for these electors in the event of any 

Parliamentary election. In the third case we have made the area its own 

polling district which avoids the need for further labelling.   

 

Proposal 
 

13. To approve the polling districts and places for all wards in Bristol as 

listed in the schedule of polling districts and polling places: 

 

13.1. 231 polling districts as set out in the individual ward maps 

13.2. Each polling district to have its own polling place designated as ‘the 

whole of the polling district’. 

 

14. These polling districts will be served by 231 polling stations, 51 of which 

are dual stations. Polling stations are also set out in the individual ward 



maps, with a blue marker showing an ordinary polling station and a pink 

marker showing a dual polling station.  The decision on polling stations is 

taken by the Acting Returning Officer, but the details are included here 

for reference and to help inform the decision on polling districts and 

places.    

 
Other Options Considered 

 

15. All options proposed through internal and external consultation have 

been considered against the criteria set out in this report.  Wherever a 

proposal has not been implemented Electoral Services will respond to 

the individual or group to explain why it has not been taken forward in the 

context of these criteria.   

 
Risk Assessment 
 

16. The result of not instituting new polling districts would be to prevent the 

running of the May 2016 election.  Polling districts need to be in place to 

administer and run the election, and any delay will impact all work-

streams and incur a very high risk to the delivery of the election.   

 

 

Public Sector Equality Duties 
 
8a) Before making a decision, section 149 Equality Act 2010 requires that 

each decision-maker considers the need to promote equality for 

persons with the following “protected characteristics”: age, disability, 

gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, 

sex, sexual orientation. Each decision-maker must, therefore, have due 

regard to the need to: 

 

i) Eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other 

conduct prohibited under the Equality Act 2010. 



 

ii)  Advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a 

relevant protected characteristic and those who do not share it. This 

involves having due regard, in particular, to the need to -- 

 

- remove or minimise disadvantage suffered by persons who share 

a relevant protected characteristic; 

 

- take steps to meet the needs of persons who share a relevant 

protected characteristic that are different from the needs of people 

who do not share it (in relation to disabled people, this includes, in 

particular, steps to take account of disabled persons' disabilities); 

 

- encourage persons who share a protected characteristic to 

participate in public life or in any other activity in which 

participation by such persons is disproportionately low. 

 

iii) Foster good relations between persons who share a relevant 

protected characteristic and those who do not share it. This involves 

having due regard, in particular, to the need to – 

- tackle prejudice; and 

- promote understanding. 

 

8b)  The purpose of this review is to ensure that polling is accessible for all 

electors and thus that polling places and polling districts are set up to 

enable the Returning Officer  to identify polling stations that meet this 

aim. 

 



Legal and Resource Implications 
 

Legal 
 
Section 18 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 requires the 

Council to review the way it divides its area into polling districts and to 

identify a polling place for each district.  

 

When reviewing polling districts, the authority must seek to ensure that 

all electors in a constituency in its area have such reasonable facilities 

for voting as are practicable in the circumstances. 

 
When designating polling places, the following rules apply; 

(a) the authority must seek to ensure that all electors in a constituency in 

its area have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in 

the circumstances; . 

(b) the authority must seek to ensure that so far as is reasonable and 

practicable every polling place for which it is responsible is accessible to 

electors who are disabled;  

(c) the authority must have regard to the accessibility to disabled persons 

of potential polling stations in any place which it is considering 

designating as a polling place or the designation of which as a polling 

place it is reviewing; . 

(d) the polling place for a polling district must be an area in the district, 

unless special circumstances make it desirable to designate an area 

wholly or partly outside the district; . 

(e) the polling place for a polling district must be small enough to indicate 

to electors in different parts of the district how they will be able to reach 

the polling station.  

 

The proposals in this report meet the legislative requirements and 

accommodate the changes arising from the recent boundary review. 



 
 
(Legal advice provided by Shahzia Daya, Interim Service Director, 
Legal and Democratic Services) 
 
Financial 
(a) Revenue 
There are a number of changes within electoral services; these will be 

included with the 2016/17 budget review. 
 

(b) Capital 
No capital implications 

 
Financial advice provided by Kevin Buckerfield Service Manager 
Corporate Finance 
 
Land 
not applicable 

 
Personnel 
not applicable 

 

Appendices: 
 
Appendix A - Schedule of Polling Districts and Polling Places 

Appendix B - Polling station list (whole city) 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 
Background Papers: 
Ward maps for each ward 

Lists of polling stations for each ward 
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2015 Review 

Schedule of Polling Districts and Places 

 

Ward 
Proposed Polling 
District 

Proposed Polling Place 

ASHLEY ASHA Whole of polling district 
  ASHB Whole of polling district 
  ASHC Whole of polling district 
  ASHD Whole of polling district 
  ASHE Whole of polling district 
  ASHF Whole of polling district 
  ASHG Whole of polling district 
  ASHH Whole of polling district 
  ASHJ Whole of polling district 
  ASHK Whole of polling district 
AVONMOUTH & LAWRENCE WESTON AVLA Whole of polling district 
  AVLB Whole of polling district 
  AVLC Whole of polling district 
  AVLD Whole of polling district 
  AVLE Whole of polling district 
  AVLF Whole of polling district 
  AVLG Whole of polling district 
  AVLH Whole of polling district 
  AVLJ Whole of polling district 
  AVLK Whole of polling district 
BEDMINSTER BEDA Whole of polling district 
  BEDB Whole of polling district 
  BEDC Whole of polling district 
  BEDD Whole of polling district 
  BEDE Whole of polling district 
  BEDF Whole of polling district 
BISHOPSTON & ASHLEY DOWN BIAA Whole of polling district 
  BIAB Whole of polling district 
  BIAC Whole of polling district 
  BIAD Whole of polling district 
  BIAE Whole of polling district 
  BIAF Whole of polling district 
  BIAG Whole of polling district 
BISHOPSWORTH BISA Whole of polling district 
  BISB Whole of polling district 
  BISC Whole of polling district 
  BISD Whole of polling district 
  BISE Whole of polling district 
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  BISF Whole of polling district 
BRISLINGTON EAST BREA Whole of polling district 
  BREB Whole of polling district 
  BREC Whole of polling district 
  BRED Whole of polling district 
  BREE Whole of polling district 
  BREF Whole of polling district 
BRISLINGTON WEST BRWA Whole of polling district 
  BRWB Whole of polling district 
  BRWC Whole of polling district 
  BRWD Whole of polling district 
  BRWE Whole of polling district 
  BRWF Whole of polling district 
CENTRAL CENA Whole of polling district 
  CENB Whole of polling district 
  CENC Whole of polling district 
  CEND Whole of polling district 
  CENE Whole of polling district 
  CENF Whole of polling district 
CLIFTON CLIA Whole of polling district 
  CLIB Whole of polling district 
  CLIC Whole of polling district 
  CLID Whole of polling district 
  CLIE Whole of polling district 
  CLIF Whole of polling district 
  CLIG Whole of polling district 
CLIFTON DOWN CLDA Whole of polling district 
  CLDB Whole of polling district 
  CLDC Whole of polling district 
  CLDD Whole of polling district 
  CLDE Whole of polling district 
  CLDF Whole of polling district 
COTHAM COTA Whole of polling district 
  COTB Whole of polling district 
  COTC Whole of polling district 
  COTD Whole of polling district 
  COTE Whole of polling district 
  COTF Whole of polling district 
    Whole of polling district 
EASTON ESTA Whole of polling district 
  ESTB Whole of polling district 
  ESTC Whole of polling district 
  ESTD Whole of polling district 
  ESTE Whole of polling district 



Appendix A 

Page 3 of 6 
 

  ESTF Whole of polling district 
  ESTG Whole of polling district 
EASTVILLE ESVA Whole of polling district 
  ESVB Whole of polling district 
  ESVC Whole of polling district 
  ESVD Whole of polling district 
  ESVE Whole of polling district 
  ESVF Whole of polling district 
  ESVG Whole of polling district 
FILWOOD FWDA Whole of polling district 
  FWDB Whole of polling district 
  FWDC Whole of polling district 
  FWDD Whole of polling district 
  FWDE Whole of polling district 
  FWDF Whole of polling district 
FROME VALE FRVA Whole of polling district 
  FRVB Whole of polling district 
  FRVC Whole of polling district 
  FRVD Whole of polling district 
  FRVE Whole of polling district 
  FRVF Whole of polling district 
  FRVG Whole of polling district 
HARTCLIFFE & WITHYWOOD HAWA Whole of polling district 
  HAWB Whole of polling district 
  HAWC Whole of polling district 
  HAWD Whole of polling district 
  HAWE Whole of polling district 
  HAWF Whole of polling district 
  HAWG Whole of polling district 
  HAWH Whole of polling district 
HENBURY & BRENTRY HEBA Whole of polling district 
  HEBB Whole of polling district 
  HEBC Whole of polling district 
  HEBD Whole of polling district 
  HEBE Whole of polling district 
  HEBF Whole of polling district 
  HEBG Whole of polling district 
HENGROVE & WHITCHURCH PARK HWPA Whole of polling district 
  HWPB Whole of polling district 
  HWPC Whole of polling district 
  HWPD Whole of polling district 
  HWPE Whole of polling district 
  HWPF Whole of polling district 
  HWPG Whole of polling district 
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  HWPH Whole of polling district 
  HWPJ Whole of polling district 
HILLFIELDS HILA Whole of polling district 
  HILB Whole of polling district 
  HILC Whole of polling district 
  HILD Whole of polling district 
  HILE Whole of polling district 
  HILF Whole of polling district 
  HILG Whole of polling district 
HORFIELD HORA Whole of polling district 
  HORB Whole of polling district 
  HORC Whole of polling district 
  HORD Whole of polling district 
  HORE Whole of polling district 
  HORF Whole of polling district 
HOTWELLS & HARBOURSIDE HOHA Whole of polling district 
  HOHB Whole of polling district 
  HOHC Whole of polling district 
  HOHD Whole of polling district 
KNOWLE KNLA Whole of polling district 
  KNLB Whole of polling district 
  KNLC Whole of polling district 
  KNLD Whole of polling district 
  KNLE Whole of polling district 
  KNLF Whole of polling district 
  KNLG Whole of polling district 
LAWRENCE HILL LAWA Whole of polling district 
  LAWB Whole of polling district 
  LAWC Whole of polling district 
  LAWD Whole of polling district 
  LAWE Whole of polling district 
  LAWF Whole of polling district 
  LAWG Whole of polling district 
  LAWH Whole of polling district 
LOCKLEAZE LOCA Whole of polling district 
  LOCB Whole of polling district 
  LOCC Whole of polling district 
  LOCD Whole of polling district 
  LOCE Whole of polling district 
  LOCF Whole of polling district 
REDLAND REDA Whole of polling district 
  REDB Whole of polling district 
  REDC Whole of polling district 
  REDD Whole of polling district 
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  REDE Whole of polling district 
  REDF Whole of polling district 
  REDG Whole of polling district 
SOUTHMEAD SMDA Whole of polling district 
  SMDB Whole of polling district 
  SMDC Whole of polling district 
  SMDD Whole of polling district 
  SMDE Whole of polling district 
  SMDF Whole of polling district 
SOUTHVILLE SVLA Whole of polling district 
  SVLB Whole of polling district 
  SVLC Whole of polling district 
  SVLD Whole of polling district 
  SVLE Whole of polling district 
  SVLF Whole of polling district 
ST GEORGE CENTRAL SGCA Whole of polling district 
  SGCB Whole of polling district 
  SGCC Whole of polling district 
  SGCD Whole of polling district 
  SGCE Whole of polling district 
  SGCF Whole of polling district 
  SGCG Whole of polling district 
  SGCH Whole of polling district 
ST GEORGE TROOPERS HILL SGTA Whole of polling district 
  SGTB Whole of polling district 
  SGTC Whole of polling district 
  SGTD Whole of polling district 
ST GEORGE WEST SGWA Whole of polling district 
  SGWB Whole of polling district 
  SGWC Whole of polling district 
  SGWD Whole of polling district 
STOCKWOOD STWA1 Whole of polling district 
  STWA2 Whole of polling district 
  STWB Whole of polling district 
  STWC Whole of polling district 
  STWD Whole of polling district 
  STWE Whole of polling district 
  STWF Whole of polling district 
  STWG Whole of polling district 
STOKE BISHOP STBA Whole of polling district 
  STBB Whole of polling district 
  STBC Whole of polling district 
  STBD Whole of polling district 
  STBE Whole of polling district 
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  STBF Whole of polling district 
  STBG Whole of polling district 
WESTBURY ON TRYM & HENLEAZE WEHA Whole of polling district 
  WEHB Whole of polling district 
  WEHC Whole of polling district 
  WEHD Whole of polling district 
  WEHE Whole of polling district 
  WEHF Whole of polling district 
  WEHG Whole of polling district 
  WEHH Whole of polling district 
  WEHJ Whole of polling district 
  WEHK Whole of polling district 
WINDMILL HILL WNHA Whole of polling district 
  WNHB Whole of polling district 
  WNHC Whole of polling district 
  WNHD Whole of polling district 
  WNHE Whole of polling district 
  WNHF Whole of polling district 
  WNHG Whole of polling district 
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